
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
CARIBBEAN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION 

CITY VIEW PLAZA, SUITE 7000 
#48 165 RD. KM 1.2 

GUAYNABO, PR 00968-8069 

JAN 2 B 2015 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RET URN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Article N umber: 70 11 0470 0000 5040 4827 

Noelia Y. Rosa Jaime 
Director 
Envirorm1ental Compliance and Plann ing Oflice 
Autonomous Municipal ity of San Juan 
P.O. Box 70 179 
San Juan, Pucno Rico 00936-8 179 

Lm1a Lopez 
Director 
Compliance and Quality Control Directorate 
Puerto Rico Aqueduct and ewer Authority 
P.O. Box 7066 
an Juan, Puerto Rico 00916-9990 

Re: Reconnaissance Inspection within the Autonomous Municipality of San Juan (MSJ) and Puerto 
Rico Aqueduct and Sewer Authority (PRASA) Collection ystcms. 
Autonomous Municipality of an Juan (MSJ) MS4 (PRR040036) 
Puerto Rico Aqueduct and Sewer Authority (PR/\SA) Puerto Nuevo Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Collection System (PR002 1555) 

Dear Mrs. Rosa and Lopez: 

This letter is in reference to the ational Pollutant Discharge Elimination ystcrn C·NPDES'') 
Reconnaissance Inspections ('"Rr) conducted by the United States Environmental Protection Agency's 
( .. EPA'') Region 2, Caribbean Environmental Protection Division on January 23, 2015. This report 
indicates that cenain potential non-compliance items and/or areas of concern vvhicb must be corrected 
and/or investigated to ensure compliance with your re pcctive NPDE Pennits and/or the Clean Water 
Act. 

Within forty ti ve (45) days of receipt of this let1er, respond to EPA-CEPD in writing with the actions 
that M J and PRASA has taken or will take to address the non-compliance items and other issues 
identified in the report. lf the item has already been addressed also please note that in your response. 
However. if these items require extensive repairs and/or capital investments, then the work shall be 
scheduled in consideration of other priorities and the details shall also be informed to EPA. 

Also send a copy of your response to Wanda E. Garcia l lcnuindez, Director, Water Quali ty Area, EQB, 
Puerto Rico Environmental Quality Doard, P.O. Box 11 488, Sa:nturcc, Puerto Rico 00910 

lntemet Address (UAL) • http/!Www epa gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Pnnted With Vegetable01I Based Inks on Recycled Paper (M1mmun so~ o Postconsumer content) 



ICyou have any questions please feel [recto contact Alex 0 . Rivera of my staff at 787-977-5845. 

Municipal Water Program Branch 

Caribbean Environmental Protection Division 

Enclosure 

cc: Wanda E. Garcia He rnandez, Director, Water Quality Area, PREQB 

Emma Blanco. PRA A Metro Region Compliance (electronjcally via email ) 

William Diaz. PRA 1\. Metro Region Compliance (elcctronjcally via email) 

Hector Cepeda. PRASA Metro Region Compliance (electronically via email) 

Yanira Cosme, PRA A Metro Region Operations (electronically via email) 

Christie Mota, PRASA Metro Region San Juan /\rea Operations (electronically via email) 

Juan Perez, PRASA (electronically via email) 

Alexander Avila. M .I (electronically via email) 

Maylene Perez, MSJ (electronicall y via email) 



&EPA 
l' nit~d lllte:s Environm~ntal Protection gtacy Washington, D.C. 10460 
W a ter Complia nce Inspection R epo r t Form Approved. 

OMR No. 2040-0057 
Approval expires 8-3 1-98 

Swioo A: Nutiooal Data System Coding (i.e., PCS) 
Transaction Code NPDES ytlmolday lnspecuon TypelnspectorFac Type 

I ~ 2u 3 1P IR iolol2l t lslslsl" 121t lslo 11 11 13117 18-19R201 

Remari<s 

2 dUININIAI C IEI PIT IA IBILIEI I I I I I I I I I I I I I I L I I 66 
lnspechon Work D3ys ~aclluv Self-Momtonnl! Evaluauon Ratrng Dl QA RtsetVed 
67 1 It I 169 70[ill 71u nU 73747580 

Section 8 : f'arili ty Data 
Name and l.ocauon of Fac1hl\ lnsocctcd ffor mJusmo/ us~r• d~<thurt!mrtto P01W olto mclude POTU' Enuv Time Date Pennit Eff«ti'e [ ate nom~ anJ 'I'PDES pam /I number 

2:00PM PRASA Puerto Nuevo RWWTP Collection System (PR0021555) 
January 23, 2015 Santurce 's Ribot Street Collection System 

E.-.:it TtmeiDatc Pcrmu Exouanon Date 

3 :06PM 
January 23, 2015 

Namds) ofOn·Sitc Rcpresentauve(s} lule(s)!Pbone and Fa.~ Kumber(s) OthCT Factlu} Data - Otber Responsible Offic1als 

N/A 

N:~mP. Addrp_qs nf 0 • "'" and Fax Numberflll 

Roberto Martinez 
Director 
PRASA Metro Region 
939-292-6690 ConUicted 

I J Ycs JxJNo 

Section C: Areas £,aluated During Ins pection (Check only those areas t!l'aluuted) 
Pcrmn Flow Meac;urcment X Operattons & Mamtenance CSO/SSO (Sewer Overflow) 

r- r-
Sclf-Monuoring Program -Rccords/Rcpo~ Sludge Handlingll)tsposaJ Pollution Prevention 

r- r- f-I actlity Site Revic'' Compliance Schedules Pretreatment Mulumedta 
f- ~ -EmuenVRecctvmg Water 1 aboratory Storm Water 

Section 0 : Summar) of Findings/Com menu (Attach additional shuts ofnarralil'l! and checlili.sts u.s necessary) 

See Enclosed Report 

"'ame(5) and S~twc(sl ~ ~ Altemv10 ffice!Pbonc and Fa' Numbers Date 

\jz~-:; 
Alex 0 . Ri~a. Envir~mental Engineer U.S. EPA Region 2-CEPD- 787-977-5845 --
~~ 1/?J/tr S1gnaLIII'£ <li'Mllfiaj!e t 0 r A~ocy,QfficeiPhonc and ~a~ Numbers Date 

Jai~~5a. hie , C . - B U.S. EPA Region 2, CEPD MWPB 
787-977-5840 

EPA Form 3560-3 (Rc•• 9-94) Previous tdJ tions arc obsolete 



SUPPLEMENT TO WATER COMPLIANCE INSPECTION REPORT FORM 
(EPA FORM 3560-3 (REV 9-94)) 

SANTURCE'S RIBOT STREET STORM WATER AND WASTEWATER 
COLLECTION SYSTEMS 

Reconnaissance Inspection: Autonomous MunicipaJity of San Juan (MSJ) Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4) 

Location Address: 

Inspection Date: 

[nspector: 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit 
(PRR040036) 

Puerto Rico Aqueduct and Sewer Authority (''PRASA'') Puerto 
Nuevo Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant (RWWTP) NPDES 
Permit (PR0021555) 

Ribot Street, Santurce. Puerto Rico 00907 
Coordinates: Lat. 18° 27' 8.89" N - Long. 66° 4' 30. 1 r W 

January 23. 2015 

Alex 0. Rivera, EnvironmentaJ Engineer 
U EPA Region 2 
Caribbean EnvironmentaJ Protection Division 
MunicipaJ Water Program Branch 
(787) 977-5845 

I. Background and inspection purpose: 

On January 23, 2015, Alex 0 . Rivera of EPA Region 2 conducted a reconnaissance inspection 
("RI") of the storm water and wastewater sewers located in Santurce·s Ribot. VaJencia, and 
Condado Streets in San Juan, Puerto Rico. The inspection was performed in response to a citizen 
complaint received on January 22, 2015 and related to wastewater discharges affecting 
Santurce's .Ribot Street stormwater collection system and foul odors affecting the residents of the 
area. The complainant aJso aJ ieged that the problem has been recurrent since the beginning of 
year 2014. 

Ribot Street storm water collection system is part ofMSJ's MS4 and its wastewater collection 
system is part of PRASA's Puerto Nuevo RWWTP collection system. MSJ nor PRASA were 
represented during the inspection. The inspection was performed pursuant to the authority in 
Section 308(a) of the CWA. The inspection took place from approximately 2:00p.m. to 3:06 
p.m .. locaJ time. Dry weather and clear skies prevailed during the inspection. All photos related 
to the items above were taken using a N ikon Coolpix P510 DigitaJ Camera. Photos DSCN1 696 
to DSCN1727 were taken and included in Attachment l of this document. 

IT. Inspection Findings and Observations: 

A. The findings and observations of the Rl are included below: 

1. A wastewater manhole located in front of Ribot Street's residence #11 54 and in the 
comer ofVaJencia and Ribot Streets intersection (northeast side) was found surcharged. 



See Attachment I photos DSCN1696 thru 1700 for more details. An approximately 4 
inches PVC pipe was found connected to the upper part of the manhole, no discharge was 

observed, see photo DSCN1699 for more detruls. 

2. The storm water collection system in the intersection of Valencia and Ribot Streets 

intersection was found without signs of wastewater presence nor flow. 

3. A storm water collection system manhole located in front of Ribot Street residence # 1154 

was found with stagnant water and no flow. See photos DSCN1701 thru 1703 for more 

details. 

4. A wastewater manhole located in the corner of Valencia and Ribot Streets and in front of 

Valencia # 1 J I 5 (northwest side) was found surcharged and with solids accumulation. 

Signs of recent overflows were a lso observed in the street curb. See photos DSCN 1704 

lhru I 706 for more details. 

5. Two (2) manhole structures in Tizol and Ribot Streets intersection were found dry and 

full of solids and sand. The stom1 water catch basin located in the same intersection was 

found fuJ I of stagnant water. See photos DSCN 1707 thru 1710 for more detai Is. 

6. A wastewater manhole located in fTont of Ribot Street# 1107 was found with significant 

amount of solids and grease accumulated on its bottom and clogging its half pipe. See 

photos DSCN 1 71 1 and 1712 for more details. 

7. A wastewater manhole located in Ribot and Soledad Streets intersection was found 

flowing slowly and with low levels. Its pipe coming from Ribot and Barcelona Streets 
intersection was found partially obstructed by sol ids. See photos DSCN 1713 and I 714 

for more details. 

8. A wastewater manhole in front of Valencia Street # 113 was found flowing slowly and 

with low levels. See photos DSCN 1715 and 1716 for more detruls 

9. A wastewater manhole in front of Valencia Street # 109 was found flowing slowly. Two 

(2) PVC pipes were observed connected directly into the wastewater manhole. See 

photos DSCN 1 71 7 and I 718 for more detai Is. 

10. A wastewater manhole located west side of Ribot and Condado Streets intersection was 

found with high levels and accumulation of solids and grease. One of the pipes entering 

the structure from the south side of the intersection was found partially obstructed. The 

pipe entering the structure from its west side was found obstructed. Significant amount of 

flow was observed flowing from the east side on the intersection. See photos DSCN I 719 

and 1720 for more details. 

11. The storm water manhole located west side of the Ribot and Condado Streets intersection 

was found \¥ith traces of grease and wastewater characteristics (e.g. color. solids). See 
photo DSCN I 72 1 for more details. 

12. A wastewater manhole located at the east side of Condado and Ribot Streets intersection 

was found full of sol ids. See photos DSCN1722 and 1723 for more details. 

13. A storm water manhole located at the northeast side ofCondado and Ribot Streets 

intersection was found obstructed by solids. See photo DSCN 1724 for more detai ls 



14. A wastewater manhole located south of Condado and Ribot Streets intersection was 
found flowing slowly but with signs of recent high levels and heavy accumulation of 
solids in the sides of the structure bottom. See photos DSCN1726 and I 727 for more 
details. 

In. Conclusion 

Wastewater is a pollutant as defined by Section 502(6) of the Clean Water Act (Act), 33 U.S.C. § 
1362. The Atlantic Ocean and its tributaries are considered Waters of the United States as 
defined by the Act. Ribot Street MS4 and PRASA's Wastewater Collection Systems are point 
sources as define by the Act. Ribot Street Storm Water Collection System is an appurtenance of 
the MSJ and is a point source as define by the Act. Ribot Street Wastewater Collection System 
is an appurtenance of PRASA and is a point source as define by the Act. The Ribot Street 
Wastewater Collection System discharge by gravity wastewater into MSJs MS4. MSJ and 
PRASA does not have an NPDES permit to discharge the pollutants (e.g. sewage, wastewater 
solids) that were observed in MSJ MS4. 

MSJ and PRASA shall take the necessary actions to cease discharging wastewaters into Waters 
of the United States. The response to this report shall include all the details, evidence, and 
results of such actions. 

Report prepared by: 
Eng. Alex 0. Rivera 
Environmental Engineer 

Attachment 1- Photo Log and Location Map 





Attachment 1: EPA January 23, 2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce' s Ribot Street Storm Water and 
Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Coolpix PSlO Digital Camera Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
1 

DSCN1696: Wastewater manhole 
located in front of Ribot Street's 
Residence # 1154 and in the comer of 
Valencia and Ribot' s Streets 
intersection (northeast side). 

DSCN1697: The wastewater 
manhole located in front of 
Ribot Street # 1 154 described 
in photo DSCN1696 was 

found surcharged. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment I: EPA January 23, 2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce's Ribot Street Storm Water and 

Wastewater Collection Systems- Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Coolpix P510 Digital Camera A lex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
2 

DSCN1698 - Additional view of 
the wastewater manhole located in 
front of Ribot Street #1154 
described in photo DSCN 1696 and 
1697. The manhole was found 
surcharged. 

DSCN1699- Additional view of 
the wastewater manhole located in 
front of Ribot Street # 1154 
described in photo DSCN 1696 thru 
1698. An approximately 4 inches 
PVC pipe was found connected to 
the upper part of the manhole. no 
discharge was observed. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23, 20 15 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce' s Ribot Street Storm Water and 
Wastewater Collection Systems- Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Coolpix P51 0 Digital Camera Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
3 

DSCN 1700 - Additional view of the 
surcharged wastewater manhole 
located in front of Ribot Street #1154 
described in photo DSCN 1696 thru 
1699. 

DSCN1701 - View of Ribot Street 
residence #1.154. The opened 
manhole in the photo is part of the 
storm water collection system. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23. 2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce' s Ribot Street Storm Water and 

Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Loca6on Map 

Nikon Cool pix P5 1 0 Digital Camera 

~~ r::-
;· · · DSCN1702 - View of Ribot and 

Alex Ri vera, Env. Eng. 
4 

Valencia Streets intersection. The 
opened manhole in the photo is part 
of the storm water collection system 
and is located in front of Ribot 
Street' s residence # 11 54. 

DSCN 1703 - Partial view of 
storm water manhole located 
in front of Ribot Street 
residence # 1154. It was found 
with stagnant water and no 
flow. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment I : EPA January 23, 2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce · s Ribot treet Storm Water and 
Wastewater Collection Systems- Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Coolpix PSlO Digital Camera Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
5 

DSCN1704 - View of wastewater 
manhole located in the corner of 
Valencia and Ribot Streets and in 
front of Valencia # 11 15 
(northwest side). 

DSCN1705 - The wastewater 
manhole located in the comer of 
Valencia and Ribot Streets and in 
front of V aJencia # 1 115 
(northwest side) was found 
surcharged and with solids 
accumulation. Signs of recent 
overflows were also observed in 
the street curb. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment I : EPA January 23, 2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce's Ribot Street Storm Water and 

Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

. , 

Nikon Coolpix P5 LO Digital Camera 

14 :09 

23. 01 . 

Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
6 

DSCN 1706 - Another view of 
wastewater manhole located in the 
comer of Valencia and Ribot 
Streets and in front of Valencia 
# 1115 (northwest side) was found 
surcharged and with solids 
accumulation. Signs of recent 
overflows were also observed in 
the street curb. 

DSCN1707 - View of Ribot and 
Tizol Streets intersection. Two (2) 
manhole structures in Tizol and 
Ribot Streets intersection were 
found dry and full of solids and 
sand. The storm water catch basin 
located in the same intersection 
was found fu ll of stagnant water. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23,2015 Reconnaissance Lnspection at anturce·s Ribot Street Storm Water and 
Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

\ 

Nikon Cool pix PSI 0 Digital Camera 

14 :25 

Alex Ri vera, Env. Eng. 
7 

DSCN1708 - Partial view of a 
manhole structure located in 
Ribot and Tizol Streets 
intersection. The manhole was 
found full of sand. 

DSCN1709 - Partial view of an 
additional manhole structure 
located in Ribot and Tizol 
Streets intersection. The 
manhole was also found full of 
sand and solids. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23, 2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce' s Ribot Street Storm Water and 

Wastewater Collection Systems- Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Cool pix P51 0 Digita l Camera A lex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
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DSCN1710 - Additional view 
of Ribot and Tizol Streets 
intersection. The opened 
manhole in the photo is the one 
showed and described in photo 
DSCNI709. 

DSCN1711- View of 
wastewater manhole located in 
front of Ribot Street #II 07. The 
manhole was found with 
significant amount of solids and 
grease accumulated on its 
bottom and clogging its half 
ptpe. 

EPA Region 2 CEPO-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23, 20 15 Reconnaissance Inspection at anturce ' s Ribot Street Storm Water and 
Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Coolpix PSI 0 Digital Camera Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
9 

DSCN 1712 -.View of 
wastewater manhole located in 
front of Ribot Street #11 07 
building and described in photo 
DSCN1711. 

DSCN1713 - View of 
wastewater manhole located in 
Ribot and Soledad Streets 
intersection. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23, 2015 Reconnaissance Inspect ion at Santurce·s Ribot Street Stonn Water and 

Wastewater Collection Systems- Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Coolpix P510 Digital Camera 

23 . 01 . 2015 14 :33 

Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
10 

DSCN1714 - A wastewater 
manhole located in Ribot and 
Soledad Streets intersection was 
found flowing slowly and with 
low levels. Its pipe coming 
from Ribot and Barcelona 
Streets intersection was found 
partially obstructed by solids. 

DSCN171S - A wastewater 
manhole in front of Valencia 
Street # 113 was found flowing 
slowly and with low levels. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-M WPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23,20 15 Reconnaissance Lnspection at Santurce·s Ribot treet torm Water and 
Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

N ikon Cool pix PSI 0 Digital Camera Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
11 

DSCN1716 - View of 
wastewater manhole located in 
front of Valencia Street # I 13. 

DSCN1717 - View of 
wastewater manhole in front of 
Valencia Street # 1 09 was found 
flowing slowly. Two (2) PVC 
pipes were observed connected 
directly into the wastewater 
manhole. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23.2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce ' s Ribot Street Storm Water and 

Wastewater CoJlection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Coolpix PSIO Digital Camera 

23 .01 .2015 14 :45 

Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
12 

DSCN 1718 - View of 
wastewater manhole located in 
front of Valencia Street #I 09 
(Valencia Town House) and 
described in photo DSCN I 717. 

DSCN1719 - View of 
wastewater manhole located 
west side of Ribot and Condado 
Streets intersection was found 
with high levels and 
accumulation of solids and 
grease. One of the pipes 
entering the structure from the 
south side of the intersection 
was found partially obstructed. 
The pipe entering the structure 
from its west side was found 
obstructed. Significant amount 
of now was observed flowing 
from the east side on the 
intersection. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment I: EPA January 23, 2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce's Ribot Street Storm Water and 
Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

N ikon Cool pix PSI 0 Digital Camera Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
13 

DSCN1720 - View of west side 
of Ribot and Condado Streets 
i_otersection. 

D CN1721- Partial view of 
stonnwater manhole located 
west side of the Ribot and 
Condado Streets intersection 
was found with traces of grease 
and wastewater characteristics 
(e.g. color, solids). 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23, 2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce's Ribot Street Storm Water and 

Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Coolpix PSlO Digital Camera 

14 :48 

A lex Rivera, En v. Eng. 
14 

DSCN1722 - View of Ribot 
and Condado Streets 
intersection. Photo taken from 
east side looking to west side of 
the intersection. The opened 
manhole in the photo is 
described in photo DSCN1723 
below. 

DSCN 1723 - A wastewater 
manhole located at the east side 
of Condado and Ribot Streets 
intersection was found fu ll of 
solids. 

EPA Region 2 CEPO-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23,2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce's Ribot Street Storm Water and 
Wastewater Collection Systems- Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Cool pix PSI 0 Digital Camera Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
15 

14 :49 

DSCN1724 - Partial view of 
storm water manhole located 
at the east side of Condado 
and Ribot Streets intersection 
was found obstructed by 
solids. 

DSCN1725 - View of 
northeast side of Ribot and 
Condado Streets intersection. 
The opened manhole in the 
photo is described in photo 
DSCN 1 724 above. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23, 20 15 Reconnaissance lnspection at Santurce·s Ribot Street Storm Water and 

Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

Nikon Coolpix PSlO Digital Camera Alex Rivera, Env. Eng. 
16 

DSCN 1726 - Partial view of 
wastewater manhole located 
south of Condado and Ribot 
Streets intersection was found 
flowing slowly but with signs 
of recent high levels and heavy 
accumulation of solids in the 
sides of the structure bottom. 

DSCN1727 - View of south 
side of Ribot and Condado 
Streets intersection. The 
opened manhole in the photo is 
described in photo DSCN1726 
above. 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 



Attachment 1: EPA January 23,2015 Reconnaissance Inspection at Santurce' s Ribot Street Storm Water and 
Wastewater Collection Systems - Photo Log and Location Map 

Ribot-Barcelona 

Nikon Coolpix PSI 0 Digital Camera A lex Ri vera, Env. Eng. 
17 

EPA Region 2 CEPD-MWPB 


